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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 16, 2002 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
John et al. (US 5,809,905) in view of Haskins (US 3,995,749). 

Regarding claims 1, 23, and 24, John discloses a pallet/tray (10, Fig. 1) including 
a deck with a length, width, upper surface, lower surface, and a perimeter having at 
least one double wall edge (spaces along the inside of outer perimeter provide double 
wall edge), downwardly projecting load supports (31, 33, 38, 40, 42, Fig. 2) connected 
to the deck, wherein the supports are proximate to two opposing sides of the deck, 
extend a portion of the deck width and define a clearance space below the deck (see 
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Fig. 2), and a downwardly projecting central support (44, Fig. 2) located intermediate of 
two opposing sides of the deck, wherein the clearance space is unobstructed between 
the load supports except for the central support. Furthermore, the central support has 
an exterior surface (25, Fig. 1) with a pocket and the load supports have an exterior 
surface (top surface shown in Fig. 1) with pockets, wherein the central and load support 
pockets are capable of receiving the central support and load supports of a similarly 
configured tray that is nested atop of the tray. 

The tray of John differs from the claimed invention in that it does not show the 
load supports to be rails or two in number. 

Haskins discloses a pallet (2, Fig. 2) that includes a deck (4) with downwardly 
projecting load supports (6) proximate two opposing sides of the deck that are rails and 
two in number. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the tray of John so that the load supports are rails and 
two in number, as taught by Haskins, to provide a design that is strong and easy to 
mold. 

Regarding claim 2, the supports are integrally connected (John). Regarding 
claim 3, the rails of Haskins extend substantially the width of the deck. Regarding claim 
4, the central support is less than half the deck width (John). Regarding claims 5 and 6, 
the double wall edge includes stiffing ridges longitudinally spaced (element connecting 
outer wall to inner wall) and drain holes. The particular shape of the cross-section 
would be a matter of design choice. Regarding claim 7, the deck includes a plurality of 
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linear support members and openings providing communication through the deck (see 
Fig. 1 ). Regarding claims 8-1 1 , the linear support members for a grid-like pattern 
among the openings and connect the supports and double wall edge. The particular 
features of the linear support members would be a matter of design choice. The 
features of claims 12-16 have already been addressed in the rejection above. The 
particular features of the rails, support members, etc. would be matters of design 
choice. Regarding claims 17-19, the central support has a continuous circular outer 
perimeter, but the particular shape chosen would be a matter of design choice. 
Regarding claim 20, the central support is compatible with a recessed portion in the 
carrier tongue. The features of claims 21-22 have already been addressed in the 
rejection above. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER R. BUCHANAN whose telephone 
number is (571)272-8134. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00am 
- 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/C. R. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
/F. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



